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General plan of Zeecbrugge Harbor,
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paval commander of the blockading
squadron lying off Charleston and else-
where on the Carolina coast during the
eivii war. The United Stales Govern-
ment was particularly anxious to bottle
up certain of the inlets, together with
Charleston, 30 as to bamper more effec-
tively the movements of wily British
blockade runners. The scheme hit upon,
after mature deliberation and no end of
discnssion pro und eon in Washington,
was the sinking squarely aeross the fair-
ways of vessels Joaded with stone. That
was before the use of cement was gen-
eral, and broken rock was deemed suffi-
cient to hold the sunken eraft in place
and to add to their formidableness as
barriers.

The officer originally detailed to engi-
neer the placing of these several obstrue-
tions found his job a [fairly staggering
one. After writing to the Navy Depart-
ment that the ontlook was anything but
encouraging, vel anxious to do his best,
he said:

“It would not be wise or manly to risk
an almost certain chance of failure.
There is an evidenl soremess about the
orders for this duty and T only wish I
were free of it as there is but little in-
clination to give facilitics or to feel cor-
diality toward the agenls employed.”

Such was the state of affairs toward
the end of September, 1861.

Shortly afterward another officer was
detailed to take charge of the work, and
» while afterward one of his subordinates
made this significant report regarding
Ocracoke Inlet:

“] saw emongh to convince me that
blocking up the channel for any length
of time is not practieable. . . . It
roquires but a brief observation and
knowledge of these inlets, with their swifl
and irregular currents rushing to the
ocean, to convince the most sceptical that
attempt to close them by sunken obstrue-
tions is warring aguinst nature in one of
ber most irresistible forms, as eshibited

in this Sound (Pamlico) with its vast
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with depth of water marked in feet and bottom contours indicated by

dotted lines.

druinage of inland waters. It may be
that the sinking of a few schooners will
obstruct present channels, hut no earthly
power ean stop the rush of these walers
to their destination—the ocean. Every-
where the bottom sands are alive and
creeping; in a few days or weeks at most
the current sweeps beneath the sunkem
hulks and either eogulfs them to a greater
depth or quickly and surely washes a
channel elsewhere.”

One of the pilots with the blockading
fleet—a man familiar with the Carolina
roast—confirmed this opinion in this
fashion : :

“I consider any attempt to bloek it
{Ocracoke Imlet) up by sinking vessels
would only be of short doration, not last-
ing thirty days, before there would be as
good navigalion as ever.© As an instance,
in 1857, I saw a vessel bilge and sink on
an anchor in the Swash Channel, lying
dircetly across it, entirely blocking it
up, and in one week a channel was cut
out around the stern and the navigation
was as good as ever, where before she
sunk there were not three feet of water.”

And fipally, after many days, three
stone laden schooners, chained together,
bow and stern, were sunk at slack water
athwart the channel at Ocracoke Inlet.
Later on—to be exaet, on December 20,
1861—twenty hulks filled with broken roek
were submerged in the channels leading
into Charleston harbor. It was not long
before new waterways were cut in the
sandy bottom by tbe tidal currents, but
these were sufficiently devious and shift-
ing to deter would-be blockade runners
venturing to enter or leave the port dur-
ing the bours of darkmess. The subague-
ous obstructions alone might not bave suf-

away from the German base by reason of
the protecting batteries that have been
planted there, and the Kaiser's subma-
rines ean aetually leave and enter the Bel-
gran port in broad daylight, thanks to the
eover of those powerfol guns,

And if the camal lock bas been de-
stroyed, a5 we have been given to under-
stand, that in itself does not necessarily
prevent Zeebrugge from eontinming to
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deep water of the harbor, closs
sheltering arm of the mole. And it is
quite feasible to use these launching ways
to pull a submarine out of the water and
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By CAPT. LORD DUNSANY.
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in T, have been a great
comfort to our men sinee July, 1916.
You come to out of

as thongh it smiled there still, sheltering -
cities and bamlets and radiant white or~
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